
OWNER’S MANUAL

5.25-inch (130 mm) Convertible 2-Way Component System

Thank you for choosing a JL Audio Evolution™ C3 Convertible  
Component System for your automotive sound system. 

These Evolution™ Speakers have been designed and manufactured to 
exacting standards in order to ensure years of musical enjoyment in your 

vehicle. For maximum performance and extended warranty  
coverage, we highly recommend that you have your new speakers installed 

by an authorized JL Audio dealer.  Your authorized  
dealer has the training, expertise and installation equipment to ensure 

optimum performance from this product. Should you  
decide to install the speakers yourself, please take the time  

to read this manual thoroughly so as to familiarize yourself  
with its installation requirements and setup procedures.

If you have any questions regarding the instructions in this  
manual or any aspect of your amplifier’s operation, please contact your 

authorized JL Audio dealer for assistance. If you need further assistance, 
please call the JL Audio Technical Support Department  

at (954) 443-1100 during business hours.
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Woofer Physical Dimensions

Frame Outer Diameter (A) 5.80 in. / 147.3 mm

Grille Tray Outer Diameter (B) 6.00 in. / 152.4 mm

Rear Cover Outer Diameter (C) 3.38 in. / 85.9 mm

Frontal Tweeter Protrusion* (D) 0.69 in. / 17.5 mm

Frontal Grille Protrusion (E) 1.00 in. / 25.4 mm

Mounting Hole Diameter (F) 4.56 in. / 115.9 mm

Mounting Depth (G) 2.27 in. / 57.7 mm
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Crossover Network Physical Dimensions

Height (A) 4.72 in. / 119.9 mm

Width (B) 3.36 in. / 85.3 mm 

Depth (C) 1.44 in. / 36.6 mm

Tweeter Fixture Physical Dimensions Flush-Mount Surface-Mount

Fixture Outer Diameter (A) 2.12 in. / 53.8 mm 1.93 in. / 49.0 mm

Fixture Mounting Hole Diameter (B) 1.875 in. / 47.6 mm N/A

Fixture Mounting Depth (C) 0.71 in. / 18.0 mm N/A

Tweeter Frontal Protrusion (D) 0.32 in. / 8.1 mm 0.95 in. / 24.1 mm
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C3-525 SPECIFICATIONS

Woofers: Injection-Molded Polymer Frame, Patented Elevated 

Frame Cooling (U.S. Patent #6,219,431 & #6,229,902), DMA-

Optimized Motor System, Mineral-Filled Polypropylene Cone, 

Rubber Surround, 1-in. / 25 mm Voice Coil, Kapton® Former, 

Low-Profile, Symmetrical Roll Spider, Ferrite Magnet

Tweeters: 1.00 in. / 25 mm Silk Soft Dome with Ferrofluid 

Cooling and Damping and Neodymium Magnet 

Fixed Angle Flush-Mount, Surface-Mount and Coaxial-Mount 

Systems

Crossover Networks: 2-way networks with 1st order  

low-pass and 2nd order high-pass filters, premium Mylar® 

capacitors, air-core inductors, 4-position adjustable tweeter 

output level, 3-position midrange presence control, 

Polyswitch tweeter protection

Continuous Power Handling: 75 Watts (RMS Method)

Frequency Response:  48 Hz - 25 KHz (± 3 dB)

Efficiency @ 1W/1m:  90.0 dB @ 1W/1m 

Nominal Impedance:  4 ohms

Included Components and Parts:

Due to ongoing product development, all specifications are subject to change without notice.
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GETTING STARTED 

CROSSOVER NETWORK INSTALLATION

TWEETER PROTECTION

CROSSOVER NETWORK ADJUSTMENT

ADJUSTABLE MIDRANGE PRESENCE

REF

 

ADJUSTABLE TWEETER LEVEL   
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Amplifier
Output

Red Black

Amplifier
Output

Red Black

WIRING YOUR SPEAKER SYSTEM

IN+ IN–

W+ W–
WFR+

WFR–

T+ T–

TWT+ TWT–

WARNING!!   

It is absolutely vital that your component system 
is connected as shown in this manual.  Failure to 
connect the system as shown may result in damage to 
your speakers which is NOT covered under warranty.  
 
Do not substitute different crossover networks into 
your C3 System. Do not use crossover networks 
intended for different C3 models.

DIAGRAM B: Coaxial System Wiring

DIAGRAM A: Component System Wiring
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CONVERTIBLE COMPONENTS

Note: If the C3 system is to be used in a coaxial 
configuration, the phase plugs must be removed to 
accept the tweeter and tweeter post.

Component System Set-Up

The woofers are 
factory-packaged in the component system 
configuration with phase plugs installed.

Coaxial System Set-Up
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DIAGRAM C: Tweeter Post / Coaxial System Configuration

DIAGRAM D: Phase Plug / Component System Configuration 
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COAXIAL PLACEMENT CONSIDERATIONS COMPONENT PLACEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

DIAGRAM F: COAXIAL CONFIGURATION - More Desirable Door Speaker Placement

DIAGRAM E: COAXIAL CONFIGURATION - Less Desirable Door Speaker Placement
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DIAGRAM H: COMPONENT CONFIGURATION - More Desirable Door Speaker Placement

DIAGRAM G: COMPONENT CONFIGURATION - Less Desirable Door Speaker Placement



10  |  JL Audio - C3-525 Owner’s Manual  

Custom Location

WARNING!!
Double check the clearance for both speakers 
before proceeding. Many cars are different from 
one side to the other!

WOOFER INSTALLATION

Factory Location:
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DIAGRAM J: Custom Location Woofer Installation

DIAGRAM I: Factory Location Woofer Installation

WARNING!!   

Hand-tighten the screws evenly in a criss-cross 
pattern to avoid bending the speaker frame or 
stripping the mounting clips.
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Surface-Mount Installation

TWEETER INSTALLATION

TWEETER FIXTURE INSTALLATION:

Flush-Mount Installation
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DIAGRAM K: Flush-Mount Tweeter Installation

DIAGRAM L: Surface-Mount Tweeter Installation



LIMITED WARRANTY - AUTOMOTIVE SPEAKER SYSTEMS (USA) 

one (1) year

If you need service on your JL AUDIO product:

For Service Information in the U.S.A. please call

JL Audio Customer Service: (954) 443-1100  
9:00 AM – 5:30 PM (Eastern Time Zone)

JL Audio, Inc 
10369 North Commerce Pkwy. 

Miramar,  FL 33025 
(do not send product for repair to this address)

International Warranties:  
Products purchased outside the United States of America are covered only  

by that country’s distributor and not by JL Audio, Inc.

Printed in China C3-525-020810
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