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WHAT’S IN THE BOX
Packed with your C 3030 you will find
•	 Two detachable mains power cord 
•	 BC1 remote control with 2 (two) AAA batteries
•	 Bluetooth antenna
•	 Important Safety Instruction sheet
•	 Quick Setup Guide

SAVE THE PACKAGING
Please keep the box and all original packing materials that came with 
your C 3030. If you need to move or transport your C 3030, this packaging 
provides the safest and most secure way to do so. We have seen many 
perfectly good components damaged simply because they were not  
shipped in their proper packaging — so please, hold on to that box!

CHOOSING A LOCATION
Select a well-ventilated area with at least several inches of clearance on 
both sides and behind the unit. Ensure a clear line of sight—within 25 feet 
(8 meters)—between the C 3030’s front panel and your primary listening or 
viewing position for reliable infrared remote control operation. The C 3030 
produces only a small amount of heat, so it can safely be stacked on top of 
other components.

NOTES ON INSTALLATION
•	 Place your C 3030 on a firm, level surface.
•	 Avoid placing the unit in direct sunlight or near sources of heat and 

damp.
•	 Do not place the unit on a soft surface like a carpet.
•	 Allow adequate ventilation.
•	 Make sure the unit is switched off before making any connections.
•	 Use high quality leads and sockets for optimum performance and 

reliability.
•	 Ensure that leads and sockets are not damaged in any way and all 

sockets are firmly pushed home.
•	 Should water get into your C 3030, shut off the power to the unit and 

remove the plug from the AC socket. Have the unit inspected by a 
qualified service technician before attempting to use it again. 

•	 Use a dry soft cloth to clean the unit. If necessary, lightly dampen the 
cloth with soapy water. Do not use solutions containing benzol or other 
volatile agents.

DO NOT REMOVE THE COVER. THERE ARE NO USER-SERVICEABLE 
PARTS INSIDE.

BARE WIRES AND PIN CONNECTORS
WARNING: The terminals marked with this symbol are 
hazardous live. External wiring connected to these terminals 
requires installation by an instructed person or the use of ready-
made leads or cords

FACTORY RESET
Factory reset is recommended if your C 3030 is malfunctioning or has 
hanged up.

The C 3030 can be reset or restored to its factory default settings by 
following the procedure outlined below.

1	 With the C 3030 at either standby or operating mode, press and hold 
the rear panel RESET button until the POWER LED indicator begins 
blinking green. Release hold of the RESET button.

2	 The POWER LED indicator will 
•	 Blink green twice  off  blink amber once  solid amber

3	 Factory reset is completed when the POWER LED indicator turns solid 
amber and the unit enters standby mode.

INTRODUCTION
GETTING STARTED
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1	 NAD VU METER
•	 The C 3030 is equipped with a pair of Power meters that monitor 

the Input Signal or Speaker Output levels. 
•	 Both Power meters are calibrated in Watts and dB (decibel) that 

corresponds to an 8-ohm load.
•	 Refer also to item about VU METER in the IDENTIFICATION OF 

CONTROLS – REAR PANEL.

2	 POWER LED INDICATOR
•	 This indicator will light up amber when the C 3030 is at standby mode.
•	 When the C 3030 is powered up from standby mode, this indicator 

will illuminate green.
•	 In cases of serious abuse of the C 3030, such as excessively low 

speaker impedance and short circuit, the C 3030 will engage its 
Protection circuitry, indicated by the Power LED indicator turning 
from green to red and the sound being muted.

In such Protection circuit scenario, turn OFF the C 3030 via the rear 
panel POWER switch. Wait for it to cool down and/or check the speaker 
connections. Once the cause for the protection circuitry to engage has 
been removed, switch ON the rear panel POWER switch. Then, press 
the front panel POWER button to resume normal operation.

The Power LED also serves as the blink code indicator for 
configuring the following features.

FEATURE SETUP
POWER LED 
INDICATOR

DEFAULT 
SETTING

Auto Sense
Press and hold POWER 
button for 10 – 15 
seconds and release

Enable: blink amber 
x 3 times
Disable: blink 
amber x 2 times

Enabled

Auto Standby
Press and hold POWER 
button for 15 – 20 
seconds and release

Enable: blink amber 
x 3 times
Disable: blink 
amber x 2 times

Enabled

Source Volume 
Control Level

Press and hold POWER 
button for 20 – 25 
seconds and release

Enable: blink amber 
x 3 times
Disable: blink 
amber x 2 times

Disabled

Bluetooth auto-
reconnect

Press and hold BT 
source input button for 
10 – 15 seconds and 
release

Enable: blink amber 
x 3 times
Disable: blink 
amber x 2 times

Disabled

3	 POWER BUTTON
•	 With the rear panel POWER switch set to the ON position, press 

the Power button to switch the C 3030 from standby mode to 
operating mode.
-	 The POWER LED indicator will change from amber to green.
-	 The NAD VU meter will illuminate, transitioning from amber to 

white with a yellow background.
•	 The C 3030 is ready for operation when the NAD VU meter displays 

white with a yellow background.
•	 To return the unit to standby mode, press the Power button again:

-	 The POWER LED will change from green to amber color.
-	 The NAD VU meter will turn off.

•	 Pressing any Source Input Selector button will also power up the 	
C 3030 from standby mode.

•	 The Power button will not activate the C 3030 if the rear panel 
POWER switch is set to OFF.

NOTES
Conditions for the Power button to function:
•	 Connect the plug of the supplied power cord to a mains power outlet 

and ensure the other end is firmly connected to the C 3030’s AC Mains 
input socket.

•	 The rear panel POWER switch must be set to ON.

4	 PHONES
•	 A 1/4” stereo jack socket is supplied for headphone listening and 

will work with conventional headphones of any impedance.
•	 Inserting a headphone plug into this socket automatically disables 

output to SPEAKER and SUBWOOFER output.
•	 The volume, tone and balance controls are operative for 

headphone listening.
•	 Use a suitable adapter to connect headphones with other types of 

sockets, such as 3.5mm “personal stereo” jack plugs.

NOTES
•	 Before connecting or disconnecting headphones, ensure the volume 

control is set to minimum (fully counterclockwise, with the Volume 
Level LED indicators in amber color only). 

•	 Listening at high volume levels can cause hearing damage.

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTROLS
FRONT PANEL

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
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5	 REMOTE SENSOR
•	 Point the BC1 remote control toward the remote sensor and press 

the desired buttons.
•	 Avoid exposing the C 3030 remote sensor to strong light sources 

such as direct sunlight or intense illumination, as this may interfere 
with remote control operation.

	 Distance: Up to 23 ft (7 m) from the front of the remote sensor.
	 Angle: Approximately 30° to either side of the remote sensor.

6	 TONE CONTROLS
•	 The C 3030 is equipped with BASS and TREBLE controls to fine-tune 

the tonal balance of your system. The 12 o’clock position is “flat” with 
no boost or cut, and an indent indicates this position.

•	 Rotate the tone control:
-	 Clockwise  Increase Bass or Treble level
-	 Counterclockwise  Decrease Bass or Treble level

7	 SOURCE INPUT LED INDICATORS
•	 When a source input is selected, the corresponding LED indicator 

located above the respective source input button lights up green—
except for Bluetooth (BT), which lights up blue.

8	 SOURCE INPUT SELECTOR
•	 These buttons select the active source input for the C 3030 and 

determine the signal sent to the SPEAKER and headphones.
•	 Select the desired source from the options below:

	 PHONO: Turntable connected to PHONO input
	 LINE: Line-level source connected to LINE input
	 OPTICAL: Digital optical source connected to OPTICAL input
	 HDMI: HDMI source connected to HDMI eARC
	 BT: Paired Bluetooth device

•	 Pressing any Source Input Selector button will also power up the 	
C 3030 from standby mode.

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTROLS
FRONT PANEL

9	 BALANCE
•	 The BALANCE control adjusts the relative levels of the left and right 

speakers. The 12 o’clock position provides equal level to the left and 
right channels. A detent indicates this position.

•	 Rotating the control clockwise moves the balance towards the right. 
Rotating the control counterclockwise moves the balance to the 
left.

10	 VOLUME LEVEL LED INDICATORS
•	 This series of LEDs light up sequentially as the volume level 

increases and turn off one by one as the volume level decreases.
•	 A single amber LED indicates minimum volume level.

11	 VOLUME
•	 The VOLUME control adjusts the overall loudness of the signal sent 

to the speakers, subwoofer and headphones.
•	 The Volume control is characterized by perfect signal tracking and 

channel balance. It provides a highly linear and low noise operation.
•	 Turn clockwise to increase the volume level and counterclockwise 

to lower it.

4
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ATTENTION!
Ensure the C 3030 is powered off or unplugged from the mains power source before making any connections. It is also advisable to power down or unplug 
all associated components while making or breaking any signal or AC power connections.

1	 BLUETOOTH ANTENNA TERMINAL
•	 Connect the supplied Bluetooth antenna to this Bluetooth antenna 

terminal.

2	 SERVICE 
•	 This port is intended for service purposes only. It is not for customer 

use.

3	 HDMI eARC
•	 Connect the C 3030 to a TV that supports HDMI Control (CEC) and 

Enhanced Audio Return Channel (eARC).
•	 HDMI CEC and eARC features work when all connected devices 

support these functions and are linked via HDMI.
•	 Use an Ultra High-Speed HDMI cable with the official certification 

label for maximum bandwidth and high-bitrate audio formats.
•	 Once the eARC connection is established, the C 3030 will output 

audio from the TV.

IMPORTANT
•	 Set the audio format of all eARC-connected devices to PCM only.
•	 The HDMI eARC port on the C 3030 supports audio output from the 

TV only; it does not provide video output.

4	 OPTICAL
•	 Connect to the optical digital output of compatible sources such 

as CD players, streamers, digital cable box, digital tuners and other 
applicable devices.

5	 PHONO IN (MM)
•	 Input for a Moving Magnet (MM) phono cartridge only.
•	 Connect the RCA cables from your turntable to this input if using an 

MM cartridge.
•	 If your turntable has a ground/earth lead, connect it to GND (Ground 

Terminal).

6	 GND (GROUND TERMINAL)
•	 Connect the C 3030 to a grounded AC wall outlet.
•	 If necessary, use this ground terminal to connect to ground a 

phono or turntable source for PHONO input.

•	 If additional grounding is required, use this terminal to ground your 
C 3030. Connect a ground lead wire or similar conductor to the 
terminal, then tighten it to secure the connection.

7	 LINE IN
•	 Input for line level sources such as CD player, tuner or any compatible 

devices. Use dual RCA-to-RCA cable to connect the source device’s 
left and right “Audio Output” to this line input port.

8	 SUBW (SUBWOOFER)
•	 Connect SUBW to the low-level input of corresponding powered 

subwoofer.
•	 Full range output signal is sent to the connected subwoofer.

9	 RESET, 80 Hz HI-PASS ON/OFF, VU METER SIGNAL IN-SPEAKERS 
OUT 

	 RESET
•	 Use the RESET button to initiate factory reset.  Refer to section about 

FACTORY RESET for more information.

	 80 Hz HI-PASS ON/OFF
•	 This feature controls whether low-frequency signals (below 80Hz) are 

filtered out from the main speakers when using a subwoofer.
	 ON

-	 Activates the high-pass filter at 80Hz.
-	 Main speakers will only play frequencies above 80Hz.
-	 Full range output signal is sent to the connected subwoofer.

	 OFF
-	 Disables the high-pass filter. Full range output signal is sent to 

the main speakers and the connected subwoofer.

IMPORTANT
•	 Turn ON when your main speakers are small or not designed for 

deep bass.
•	 Turn OFF if your main speakers can handle full-range audio and you 

prefer a richer bass blend.

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTROLS
REAR PANEL

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

5



EN
G

LIS
H

VU METER
Controls the front panel NAD VU meter to display one of two signal levels:
Input Signal: Display the level of the current source input
Speaker Output: Display the level of the signal sent to the speakers

10	 SPEAKERS
•	 Connect C 3030’s Right speaker terminals marked “R +” and “R-” to 

the corresponding “+” and “-“ terminals of your designated right 
speaker. Repeat the same for C 3030’s Left speaker terminals and 
corresponding left speaker.

•	 Double check the speaker connections before powering up the 	
C 3030.

NOTES
•	 The blue terminals must never be connected to ground (earth).
•	 Never connect the blue terminals together or to any common 

ground device.
•	 Do not connect the output of this amplifier to any headphone 

adapter, speaker switch or any device that uses common ground for 
left and right channels.

11	 POWER 
•	 When the POWER switch is set to ON position, the C 3030 goes to 

standby mode as shown by the amber status condition of the front 
panel Power LED indicator.

•	 Press the front panel Power button, BC1 ON button or any of the 
Source Input selector buttons to power up the C 3030 from standby 
mode.

•	 If you do not intend to use the C 3030 for long periods of time 
(such as when on vacation), switch off the POWER switch. 

•	 With rear panel POWER switched OFF, the C 3030 cannot be 
powered up by the front panel Power button, BC1 ON button or 
any of the Source Input selector buttons.

12	 AC MAINS INPUT
•	 The C 3030 comes supplied with two separate mains power cords. 

Select the mains power cord appropriate for your region.
•	 Before connecting the power cord’s plug to the mains power outlet, 

ensure that the other end of the power cord is firmly connected to 
C 3030’s AC Mains input socket.

•	 Always unplug the power cord from the mains power outlet before 
disconnecting the other end of the power cord from C 3030’s AC 
Mains input socket.

13	 FUSE HOLDER
•	 Only qualified NAD service technicians can have access to this fuse 

holder.
•	 Opening this fuse holder may cause damage thus voiding the 

warranty of your C 3030.

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTROLS
REAR PANEL

6
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2	 Blinks briefly when a command is executed

3	 Temporarily switch off or restore audio. Press again or adjust Volume level to restore audio.

4	 Increase or decrease volume level

5	 Vary brightness level of the Power, Source Input and Volume level LED indicators

6	 Not applicable to C 3030 

7	 p/+, -/6: Toggle to select through Sources
	 90, 4j  : Not applicable to C 3030

8	 Not applicable to C 3030

1

5

7

8

2

4

6

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTROLS
BC1 REMOTE CONTROL

3

7
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OPERATION
FEATURES

AUTO STANDBY
Auto Standby is an integral feature of C 3030 that conforms to European 
ecodesign regulations.  The C 3030 can be configured to automatically 
enter standby mode after 15 minutes of no user interface activity or no 
audio detected from the current source. Follow below procedure to enable 
or disable auto standby mode.  

Enable/Disable Auto Standby Mode
At operating mode, press and hold POWER button for 15 – 20 seconds and 
release. Repeat process to enable or disable auto standby mode.

Enable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber three times
• Enter standby mode after 15 minutes of no user interface activity or no 

audio detected from the current source

Disable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber two times
• Remain at operating mode even if there are no user interface 

interaction and no active source for 15 minutes

AUTO SENSE
Auto sense feature enables the C 3030 to wake up from standby mode 
when triggered by an active (digital/analog) audio source input.

Enable/Disable Auto Sense Mode
At operating mode, press and hold POWER button for 10 – 15 seconds and 
release. Repeat process to enable or disable auto sense mode.

Enable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber three times
• Wake up from standby mode and switch automatically to the source 

with active audio input

Disable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber two times
• Remain at standby mode even if it is triggered by active audio source 

input

SOURCE VOLUME CONTROL LEVEL
Source Volume Control level defines whether volume control level is 
applied uniformly across all sources or managed separately for each 
individual source.

Enable/Disable Source Volume Control Level
At operating mode, press and hold POWER button for 20 – 25 seconds and 
release. Repeat process to enable or disable source volume control level.

Enable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber three times
• Each Source maintains its own independent volume control level 

setting. These individual volume control levels are preserved when the 
C 3030 is powered off.

Disable
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber two times
• All Sources share a single volume control level. When the C 3030 is 

powered off, this common volume control level is retained.

BLUETOOTH AS A SOURCE
1	 Connect the Bluetooth antenna

Ensure the supplied Bluetooth antenna is attached to the BT antenna 
terminal on the C 3030 rear panel.

2	 Activate your Bluetooth device
Make sure your Bluetooth device (iOS, Android, or other) is powered on 
and ready to pair.

3	 Pair Bluetooth device
a. On your iOS, Android, or Bluetooth device, go to Settings 

Bluetooth.
b. From the list of available Bluetooth devices, select the unique 

device ID (for example, NAD_C3030|45FC) corresponding to the 
C 3030 to initiate pairing.

4	 Select Bluetooth as the source
Once Bluetooth pairing is successful, choose Bluetooth as the source, 
and start playing music from your Bluetooth device.

BLUETOOTH PAIRING MODE OR DISCONNECTING BLUETOOTH 
DEVICE
1	 At operating mode and Bluetooth device connected, press and hold BT 

source button for 5 – 10 seconds and release. 
2	 BT indicator will turn from solid blue to blinking blue, indicating pairing 

mode.
3	 A Bluetooth device can now be paired with the C 3030.

BLUETOOTH AUTO RECONNECT
Bluetooth connectivity can be automatically reconnected after powering 
on.

ENABLE/DISABLE BLUETOOTH AUTO RECONNECT
At operating mode, press and hold BT source button for 10 – 15 seconds 
and release. Repeat process to enable or disable Bluetooth auto reconnect.

Enable 
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber three times
• Bluetooth device will automatically reconnect when unit is powered 

down and then powered back on.

Disable 
• POWER LED indicator blinks amber two times
• Bluetooth device will not automatically reconnect when unit is 

powered down and then powered back on.
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PREAMPLIFIER SECTION

LINE IN, SUB-OUT (Analog bypass on)
THD (20 Hz – 20 kHz) <0.005 % at 4V out
Signal-to-Noise Ratio >90 dB (IHF; A-weighted, 500 mV out, unity gain)
Input impedance (R and C) 28 kohms + 360 pF
Maximum input signal >5.7 Vrms (0.1 % THD)
Output impedance 345 ohms
Input sensitivity 100 mV (500 mV out, Volume maximum)
Frequency response 20 Hz - 20 kHz (±0.3 dB)
Maximum voltage output >5 V (0.1 % THD)
LINE IN, HEADPHONE OUT
THD (20 Hz – 20 kHz) <0.005 % at 1V out
Signal-to-Noise Ratio >90 dB (32 ohms load; A-weighted, 1V out, unity gain)
Frequency response 20 Hz - 20 kHz (±0.3 dB)
Channel separation >60 dB at 1kHz
Output impedance 2.2 ohms

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

LINE IN, SPEAKER OUT

Rated output power into 8 ohms and 4 ohms 50W (20 Hz-20 kHz at rated THD, both channels driven)

THD (20 Hz – 20 kHz) <0.03 % (250 mW to 50 W, 8 ohms and 4 ohms)

Signal-to-Noise Ratio >90 dB (A-weighted, 500 mV input, 1 W out in 8 ohms)

Clipping power             
8 ohms: 120 W
4 ohms:  250W
2 ohms:  390 W

Peak output current >16A (1 ohm, 1 ms)

Damping factor >52 (20Hz to 6.5kHz, 50W 8 ohms) 

Frequency response 20 Hz - 20 kHz (±0.3 dB)

Channel separation >75 dB (1 kHz)
>70 dB (10 kHz)

Input sensitivity (50 W in 8 ohms) 750 mV 

Frequency band 2.402 G- 2.480 G

Maximum transmit power 7 dBm ± 2 dBm

Power consumption, standby mode* 0.5 W

LINE IN, SPEAKER OUT

THD (20 Hz – 20 kHz) <0.05 % at 50W out  

Signal-to-Noise Ratio >82 dB (10 mV in; A-weighted, 1W out)

Input impedance (R and C) 46 kohms/100 pF

Input sensitivity 1.6 mV (20 Hz 50W out, Volume maximum)

Frequency response
20 Hz - 20 kHz (±0.3 dB)
Note: The RIAA response is consistent with a pre-emphasis that is rolled off at 50 kHz by a second order filter, 
such as used in Neumann cutting lathes.

Maximum input signal at 1 kHz >15 mVrms (0.1 % THD)

DIMENSION AND WEIGHT

Gross dimensions (W x H x D) **** 356 x 129 x 329 mm
14 1/8 x 5 1/8 x 13 inches

Net weight 5.8 kg (12.8 lbs)

Shipping weight 12.6 kg (27.8 lbs)  

*    - After 15 minutes of no user interface interaction and no active source input 
** - Gross dimension includes feet, volume knob and extended rear panel terminals.

Specifications are subject to change without notice. For updated documentation and features, please check out 
www.NADelectronics.com for the latest information about C 3030.

SPECIFICATIONS
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